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Ecc. 1:1-11

1 The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem:

  2 "Meaningless! Meaningless!"

    says the Teacher.

  "Utterly meaningless!

    Everything is meaningless."

  3 What does man gain from all his labor

    at which he toils under the sun?

  4 Generations come and generations go,

    but the earth remains forever.

  5 The sun rises and the sun sets,

    and hurries back to where it rises.

  6 The wind blows to the south

    and turns to the north;

  round and round it goes,

    ever returning on its course.

  7 All streams flow into the sea,

    yet the sea is never full.

  To the place the streams come from,

    there they return again.

  8 All things are wearisome,

    more than one can say.

  The eye never has enough of seeing,

    nor the ear its fill of hearing.

  9 What has been will be again,

    what has been done will be done again;

    there is nothing new under the sun.

  10 Is there anything of which one can say,

    "Look! This is something new"?

  It was here already, long ago;

    it was here before our time.

  11 There is no remembrance of men of old,

    and even those who are yet to come

  will not be remembered

    by those who follow.


Ecc. 12:1-2; 6-14

1 Remember your Creator

    in the days of your youth,

  before the days of trouble come

    and the years approach when you will say,

    "I find no pleasure in them"--

  2 before the sun and the light

    and the moon and the stars grow dark,

    and the clouds return after the rain;

[…]

  6 Remember him--before the silver cord is severed,

    or the golden bowl is broken;

  before the pitcher is shattered at the spring,

    or the wheel broken at the well,

  7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from,

    and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

  8 "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher.

    "Everything is meaningless!"

    9 Not only was the Teacher wise, but also he imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched out and set in order many proverbs. 10 The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what he wrote was upright and true.

    11 The words of the wise are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails--given by one Shepherd. 12 Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them.

    Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body.

  13 Now all has been heard;

    here is the conclusion of the matter:

  Fear God and keep his commandments,

    for this is the whole duty of man.

  14 For God will bring every deed into judgment,

    including every hidden thing,

    whether it is good or evil.

